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TIM Leading Candidate for the
Gallows.

The low fortunately provides the

xtremc form of piiulhment for the

crime which the Constitution defines

M adhering to the enemies of tt

United State, giving (hem aid and
comfort.

Whenever a conspicuous example of

treasonable performance comes to the
attention of the loral American public
we hear from every lde lond and Just
demands for the Infliction of the death
lnalty. Such an Incident of retribu-
tion would, lu fact, afford a most In-

structive object !cson and a most

valuable deterrent. The Sun has no
plea for mercy to Inrerpose.

.There Is oue criminal, however. vho
should nave preference and precedence
over all others of his traitorous kind
Then that Justice which travels with

n leaden heel begins to strike with an
Iron hand.

There Is no question of the nation-nitt- y

of the premier traitor now oper-ntln- g

against American luterests and
the American cause. lie has been
with us for many years. lie has
voted with us. legislated for w, helped
spend our tax money, held office in
almost erery department of our gov-

ernmental service.

This king-pi- n traitor Is adhering to

the enemy more closely than a brother.
He is giving the enemy aid and com-

fort In a thousand ways In ten thou-

sand ways that are costing our coun-

try a flagitious loss of time and op-

portunity, of human life, of treasure
Incomputable.

Wc should Uke to draw nud print
In full the indictment of this traitor
for the treaon that Is punishable
with death; hut a hundred pages

of .Tin: Sun would fca'rccly contain
the bare enumeration of the counts

that crowd upon the mind and pen at
the mere mcutlou of his unbounded
culpability. The worst crimes of the
year 1917 are chargeable to lilui.

He has kept our soldiers and Jackie
nut of overcoats nnd blankets and our
ennners out of ammunition. lie has
killed oar own men with pneumonia

and has shielded our enemies from
xploslves. He has foozled for a year

the whole necessary primary business
tf providing our forces with guns4
machine ns well as hand. He has de-

layed preparations at every point of
preparation, while his treasonable
writs of arrest and his Injunctions on
effective action and his ue exeats on
transportation were passing from the
desk of Indifference to the desk of slug,
(lshness, girded with tho vermlllou
ttadge of delay. Ho has set back our
shipbuilding programme for the better
IMrt of a whole year. He has held
iack our aeroplanes, chilled women
nnd children into tho grave while

i men chosen for efficiency were trying
to get Into touch with oue another j has

i marched detachment of our national
rmy to cHUtonments that existed only

en paper in pigeonholes; has built for
i tho regions of frost hospitals In-- i

habitable only beneath tho equatorial
sun. Worst of all, perhaps, under the

lias of Political Custom he has kept
cut of tb nations Service men fit to
win t!rf war, and has held in places of
executive power men capable of con-

tributing to victory only as victory
for the foe.

These are but a few of the things
' the traitor has done, but they are
' enough to bang him.

To the gallows with him; or to the
electrocution chair or to the dead wall
facing the firing squad of executioners

wo care little which 2

The shorter the trial sud the quicker

lb sentence the belter for the na-

tion' salvation and for America's

success In tbo treat war.
Let the New Yar' resolution of

flip Federal Administration, of tho

Congress it Wubtagum. of the people
In every part of our blessed nud lone
Aufforlnj? land be the mme:

Death to tho prime traitor nmoiig
us; iliMtli io Itc.l Tape!

The Bight Side of the Shield.
During the past thrve or four days

:i highly slgaiflcaiit chauge has oc-

curred In li.e nttittide of the Allies
toward the propuMW of peace put out
to the world by the Teuton l'ower
with IJoIshevik assistance. These
terms are no lutg.v dismissed as un-

worthy of a moment's consideration
by the Powers to which they are really
nddrrtiied. I.loyd Cr.omit: N probably
In Paris to day conferring with Ci.km-rNCEA-

A Washington there arc
sjgns of a uew readiness to perceive
in the Itrest-Lls- k programme a
serious tentative, not merely a trick
or WuiT, a thing to be kicked forth-wlt- n

out of hearing.
As further details nre received con-

cerning the principles formulated by
the ltu.vlnn delegate the factor of
restoration and Indemnity for dam-
age begin to appear, though veiled
In a vague plan for an international
fund to bo contributed by nil the
belligerents. Kren In the Kaiser's re-

ported proposal to transfer his pcaeo
making plans to Vox Hrrtmso there
may be seen the possibility of n dis-
position to meet what mint le to him
the most galling feature of tho condi
tions declared to bo Indispensable by
President Wilson, and fully con
curred in by the British and French
leaders.

Thus the whole sltii-.itio- u Is gen
erally If not rapidly conforming itself
to the Ideas propounded and the pur
pose contemplated In Lord I.ans- -

downes memorable letter of live
weeks ago; that utterance of deep
Insight and uncompromising loyalty
which wa so roundly deuouneed tit
flrt nnd o widely misunderstood.

There Is no longer n question of
g summarily any definite

peace terms which the Central Powers
may projiose. The stigma of yellow
pacifism can no longer 1 tittuched to
a manifestation of willingness on the
part of the Allies to examine specific
proposals from TSerlln, to test their
sincerity, to weigh them on their
merits, nnd, with the desire of Ger-
many to quit satisfactorily estab
lished, to proceed by united action to
meet the overtures with their own
terms and conditions.

The process Is eutlrely consistent
with an unalterable determination to
win that for which we are fighting.
Who Js not glntl that eyes are now
turning to the right side of the shield?

The Mayor's Appointments.
Many of tho appointees of the new

Mayor have yet to make their own
history. Others have political his-

tories not as reassuring as the city
could wish ; these are the district
leaders nnd political hacks whose ap
pointment appear to be rewards for
the recent services of Murphy and
McCoof.y of whom the Brooklyn
chieftain has fared more richly.

Yet at the head of two highly Im
portant departments Mr. Hyi.an has
put men whose records promise well :

the Police Commissioner, Mr. Hit.iikb,
who was credited with honesty nnd
ability as one of Gen. Bingham's
deputies, tind the Commissioner of
Iocks and Ferries, Muiuiay Hui.hkrt,
whose career In the House of Repre-
sentatives Indicated Intelligence and
activity such as his new iai de-

mands.
The naming of men like Buciieb

and UULBF.BT may distract attention
from appointments which evidently
hare been made for partlson purposes
only, although In numbers 'the Coi.ers,
Sinnotts and Drennans are sadly In

the majority. New York can only
hope for the best from them. Per-bap-

the Mayor will elevate them to
the fervor of patriotism and economy

that his speech breathes: "The gov-

ernment of the city must be put on n

war basis." A district leader does
uot always have to bo such. Even the
Apaches of Paris went gloriously to
tho Marne.

The Mayor's practically unknown
appointees wilt be wntched with In-

terest, particularly In the new Board
of Education and the Civil Service
Commission. It Is this unknown ele-

ment thnt must be relied upon to
strike a balance. In fnvor of the
Mayor's Judgment. Of the new com-

missioners that the public knows, only
a small percentage has admirable
records ns public servants. We take
It that those unknown to the people
nit not unknown to the Mayor; nnd
we trust thnt they are all that Mr.
II Y LAN believes them to be.

Four years is n long time, much
longer than It takes nn Intelligent
Mayor to discover the mistakes he has
made. Only n stout heart nnd Ave

minutes nre needed to throw it dis-

honest or Incompetent commissioner
out of office.

New York and Its Tunnel.
Fuel Administrator Albert h.

Wiooin's message to Dlrector-Gen-cr-

McAdoo nsklng permission to
bring conl through tho Pennsylvania
Itallrond tunnels nnd thus relieve
conditions In Brooklyn nnd Queens
I an emphatic reminder ot the de-

pendence of this city upon water
transportation, despite tubes on nil
sides of us. New York hod not fore-
seen a tlmo when the conveyance of
freight might 1m vastly more Impor-
tant than the convenience of persons.
Mr. McAdoo himself did not foresee It

I,
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when the Hudson tunnels were bored
under the North Itlver.

We believe Samuki. Hea, president
of the Pennsylvania, has stated thnt
the terminal facilities of that railroad
in Manhattan arc adequate to sutnln
traffic through nddltlonal North Itiver
tunnels, but the Pennsylvania station
and yards are not equipped fir the
handling of freight In any volume,
nor Is It desirable or necessary that
they should 1m so used except tn it
very unusual cmergenYy surh s con-

fronts the city In respect of coal.
Nevertheless this city should Iks

provided against n repetition of what
It has gone through so far this winter.
The New York Central Is nlde to
bring freight by rail In.o Manhattan
nml handle It here, and tlw Pennsyl-
vania must be so equipped as to be
nblo to do the same thing on occa-

sion. With tho Pennsylvania It is not
a question oCbrluglng freight In but
of handling It when delivered at the
Pennsylvania station or In the Sunny-.sid- e

y a ills In Queens. We hope the
new city administration will take the
matter up with Mr. Mi'Anoo:

The Progress of Kuliur.
Kultur has scored again. Herr

Uamikki:!: opened the way when In

his handy little red book he referred
to Piidusi a famous sent of learn-
ing lu the MlddlJ Ages and I ho Itc--
nalssance jiorlod, u most Important .

place In tho history, of art and the ,

repository of works by Mime of the
greatest of Italian artist.

It Is thus easy to understand why
German airmen should drop bombs on
Padua's ancient church of ("armln',
with frescoes by Titian and Dom.

Campaonola. "The dome of Uk' mas-

sive church burned throughout the
night," said the despatch. It must
have made n majestic uud Inspiring
spectacle If the glare of the flumes
had reached so far ns the Teuton
lines along the Plave. So successful
was this raid that the airmen under-
took nnot hen destroying tho far.ido
of the cathedral nnd damaging the
Municipal Museum.

Evidently the airmen inled Don-ateij.o- 's

greut equestrian statue of
(iattamklata. But there are still
marks for future raids. A bomb
dropped through Pcdrocchl's, dear to
American visitors, would destroy that
wonderful antique map fresco on the
walK Another one could destroy
Da nil's house. And for killing two
birds with one bomb, could anything
be better than to wreck the Church
of Sunt' Antonio nnd destroy n mass
of American Hags left with vothe
offerings by pilgrims from this coun-

try"? Could there be a better target
than the beautiful colonnades of the
university, one of the oldest and most
famous universities of Europe? Or
rne more fitted to Teutonic skill than
the exquisite little chapel of Madonnn
dell' Arena. Padua's priceless treas-
ure, with lt well preserved frescoes
by Giotto?

Outside of spreading the blelng
of kultur it would be difficult to un-

derstand the renson for this ruthless
destruction. Bombing Padua fulfils
about the same mllltnry necessity ns
would bombing Forest Hills Garden,
Long Island, or Nutley. N. .T.

Mr. Hylan's Uon'ts.
The Mayor's Instructions to his

Commissioner nre surely concrete.
He Ihys down a programme for the
day's work of department head nnd
Mubordinate:

Work from I) to .".

Don't take two hours for luncheon.
Don't go to baseliRll games In office

hours.
Don't go home In a city motor car,

or ride In the parks (Brrrrr!) In the
car. or smoke big black cigars there.

Don't advertise yourself In the
newspapers.

These read like the adjurations of a
Mayor who wishes to make office hold-

ing unpopular.

The Bright Side lip for the Blgfjt
Side Up.

Optimism In the sene of a sane
and cheerful nnd energetic view of
the Immediate future does Indeed
characterize the utterances of m

men in the January' number of
the magazine .S'jwfcHi. Governor W,
P. G, IIardino of the Federal Iteserve
Board; It. Goodwvn Hiiktt, president
of the Chamber of Commerce of tho
Fniled States; Judge Gaby, chief ex-

ecutive of the Fnlted States Steel
Corimratlon ; Frank A. Vandermp,
president of the National City Bank
and now asshtlng the Secretary of
the Treasury; Charles M. Schwab;
James S. Alexander, president of
the National Bank of Commerce;
CiiARi.rs) H. Sarin, president of th- -

Guaranty Trust Company; Alba B.
Johnson, locomotive builder, and oth-

ers, have been Interviewed without
eliciting u word or phrase to encour-
age the fainthearts.

In what they say there is a warn-
ing. I$tislnes must complete the re-

adjustment for war production which
has nlready got well under way.
Bankers, says IX. I., Butter, president
of the Spokane and Eastern Trust
Company, will have to dNvrlmlnatc
In their allotments of credit ns the
railways have been forced to dis-

criminate lu handling freight. "Every
dollar In America must be employed
to Its fullest utility, just ns ovcry
train must carry tho Inst ton It can
move. The Hallway War Board looks
forward to an embargo against trans-
porting articles of wuste and luxury.
Tho banks must place n similar em-
bargo against credit to he used In the
production and distribution of those
commodities."

Irvi.no T, Bush sees huMness at
high pressure lu all trade supplying
essential needs. "The burden of tax-
ation will full upon the rich tint! iniinv

articles of luxury formerly purchased
by them will go unbought. .The work-

er will be prosperoii". High waged
will be paid, and. In spite of tins

cost of living, the worker will enjoy
a larger surplus than ever
Part of this snrpliM he will save, but
n large part will be spent In added
comfort and luxury."

Several speak of the Impossibility
and the undeslrablllty (to put It mild-

ly of "business a uual." Chabi.es
V.. MiTi'HEt.t. president of the Na-

tional City Company, says andidIy:
"Extravagance ami luxury have not
yet been frownd upon." And lib the
way of wnr adjustment "a great dw!
more remains to be done." declares
Mr. ICmii. SfY E. Triit. chairman
of the board of the Westlnghou9
Electric and Manufacturing Company,
develops this point :

"The restraint of busl-ne- fs

must come through or bo the re-

sult of BOVcriunoiiUl action because the
Mduntary reduction nr cesatlon of such
lmlutrte If, generally speaking, Im-

practicable."

What will be the reward of the na-

tional effort? Judge Gary specifies:

"Our country will occupy a place In

the front rjnlt of worthy nations.
"Democracy wilt be flrmty

estiblNhrrt.
"A biN for ircvcntlna; future pro-

longed wars wilt be secured.
"Our properties, our businesses will ba

ir.nra valuable than ever.
"I.lfe here will be worth living;."

The hut Item ought to appeal pow-

erfully to those who are convinced life
Imi': worth living now and to whom
wo have sometimes to say sympathet-
ically, !i we gaze upon their lone,
lorn, Mrs. Gummldgellke faces:
"Well, no; perhars yours Isn't!"

"Fighting" McCooh. The descrip-
tive title has an odd sound these days,
somehow, civil war boltllers fought
under battle conditions where the cle-
ment of personal courage was no more
present than tn this war. It may bo
assumed, but opportunity for the ex-
hibition of the quality of personal
brnviry was greater. It takes as
much couruge tn advance plowly,
methodically behind a curtain of fire
upon nn intrenched, urisicn foe ns to
lead a tumultuous charge of cheering
troops Into contllct with a charging
enemy, but the low, onUTly, prear-
ranged advance lacks the theatric cle-
ment, the tld? whose flood may lead
to victory but not to nicknames of
fortune.

P.ejolclnsr that there are indications
that we shall soon enjoy a slow moder-
ation of weather. New Vork should
nevertheless prepare for a severe Jan-
uary, a severe February, and perhaps
a severe March.

Mr. IrtviN-- o T. Bran spent twenty-fiv- e

years building a plant so fine that
the Government can't win the war
without it. And some hundreds of
thousands of men and women have
spent twenty-fiv- e years rearing men
so fine that the Government can't win
the war without them.

That prize ben which refuses to lay
is tnucn misunderstood. She Is ob
serving eggless lu:'.

The decision of the Federal Milk
Commission to permit an Increase In
tho price ot delivered milk was forecast
by the re rort of Mayor MrrciiEL's com
mission. Fortunately the price of
Grade B and dip milk In the stores Is
not raised, and the consumer whote
milk Is left at bis door may be com
forted by tho possibility of lower prices
when cattle feed costs less.

Anthony Hawkins has earned with
the pen the knighthood that the ancient
Hawkinses won with the sword.

Anyway, the Democratic office .seek-

ers who were disappointed had u nice
day for it.

Too many cooks spoil the broth of
a boy in the training camps.

"I have wrote," wrote George Wash-inoto- n

to General St. Clair, but his
commtinlcotlon was as clearly

as if it had been "written" In-

stead of "wrote."

The blue t.R is solng the way of
the red tape.

A producer of "Frolics and Revues"
has Invented a telescopic stage
v hercof the ai'vantage. In his opinion,
it; that it moves towurd the audience
to rIvo them a close up view of the
performers. lie laments that the Hon.
Thomas Kwino, Commissioner of the
I'ntent Office, has declined to give him
a patent right in the Invention. The
inventor has put in an incomplete
ilalm. Let him nmcr.d it by specify-
ing tnnt his device will also move
away from the audience ho ns to give
them n misty perspective of the per-
formers nud the Hon. Thomas Ewino
will Issue a patent forthwith.

The .Vcw York flat dweller reads
with envy tint the Cossacks arc In
"hot pursuit" of tho Bolshevikl,

Stlre and Son.
' arry nn, inrry an, orry on

Hark! the trump nnd clarion.
"Carry on, carry on, ail!'
Hoy, your rountry'a call.
The land of the great and beit,
Happy no more, but alghlng,
Flghlng with nnxlmis breath
Under the great Unrest,
Tho woes of a woilil that It dying
And the fear of worn" than deatli,
And thirsting to begin,
Itetolved anil sure to win,
She l crying, calling, erylng
To ttood and field and town
For brain nnd nervo and siren ,

Give her the bintt that's In you.
Go with tho boys In brown.

To glv" and yet to give
All, nil sour line, freuli powera
That rlghtaousneas may live,
Thnt tha glory of grnn and (lowern
May through the ng wava
Over tho Irench nnd grave
Of the strife tlut end all strife,
That the sad, ar sick world,
Leaving the guns dumb and tin- - banners

furled,
May turn to ways of Ute
When the humblest I are may plan
And build In ppar tn higher destinies
Work worthy of a man,
This, or nothing b.

Friii", Okla, rM i IlctoinN.

THE COAL CRISIS.

It lias Remortelesnly Exposed Official

Incompetence.
To tub Editor or Tub Hun Sir: No

matter bow the c.oal situation may
further, dlsmtrously or otherwise,

many of your readers hope that you will
not let up until you shake up tho Incom-
petents st Washington and insist upon
their being separated from the public
service.

This Is not a question of politics or
of bis; or little Interests. It Is a ques-
tion of humanity, and It Is pimply plac-
ing in power men who are competent to
see further than their noses. '

The situation as It has developed In
the city of New York was predicted In
May and June and later by resident of
New York city and was forcibly noted '
to the authorities at Washington. 1

have the goods to Imw It. Yet the
H'orM to-d- ays: "Business men not
students of meteorology may not be
blamed for not foreseeing the unprece
dented." Nobody could foresee, of course.
the particularly acute cold spell that we
nre parsing throuah, but the coal situa-
tion generally as it has developed, never-
theless, was seen, but thoje In power
could not be made to see. It.

The official Ignorance that was mani-
fested was simply appalllni;. Take the
report made by the Federal Trade Com-missi-

under date of May 4, 1917, to
the United States Senate. It censured
the puhllc for reeking to met coal at that
tlmo In anticipation of winter. "A de-

mand for four months coal In the single
month of May will b most deplorable,"
the oraclo said, and then the wiseacre
added: "If, on the other hand, purchases
are mado as usual there will be no dis-

turbance and small chance for specu-
lators) to fleece thn public."

As a matter of fact householders and
others lu the city of New York were

lmply pursuing the custom of years lu
eeekln? to get their orders placed. The
fact Is that the Federal Trade Commis-
sion seemed to have little moro than an
academic or perfunctory Interest In the I

situation. It did absolutely nothing of
value to avert the present crisis that
hundreds and hundreds of practical men
In New York city foresaw, and men who
are not supposed to ho practical a well
but who are enlightened public spirited
citizens. It was the duty of the Federal
Trade Commission to foresee the diff-
iculty with reasonable clearness, hut It
appeared to be morn Interested In prices,
statistic, tonnsce. &c: all of which had
no real relevancy to miklnc proper pro-
vision for prded coal distribution. If
the commission did not have the power
to go the limit It knew where to get the
power. In any event It was absolutely
derelict In the performance of Its duty.

Colo Com tort.
New York, January 1.

ARE MEN TOO SERIOUS?
A Singular Argument for the Cup

That Seems to Cheer.
To tub nniToa or The Sun .sir.- One

effect of prohibition 1 apprehend seri-
ously, namely, the deterioration of our
wit and humor. From time immemorial
"wine" has always been linked with the
latter and not without reason. Have

u ever remarked around a (old water
board how forced the gayety Is and
how pale or hollow the laughter" On
the other hand, how the circulation of a
hoitle will make a company glow and
:.eintlllate!

Man. after a certain aR-c-
,

. naturally
Inclined to take himself and the world
too serlousiv and especially i'l thi coun-
try, where the mlt of business or money
making Is so dominant. You will mark
It on the fares of nine out of every ten
elderly people you meet on the street.
Life seems to weigh upon them.

Somethir.c. then, Is required to cheer
man up and make him forget himself
from time to time Tea or coffee won't
do it; crape Juice won't , do It; even
tobacco won't do it. There is nothing.
In fact, will do It but some good old
"wine." Without that there is danger of
our beeomins us Rloom and sour vis-ag-

as the aboriginal Indians.
STT.tVfS.

New York. January 1.

A WAR COUNCIL.

Seien Interesting Names Are Sug-
gested Herewith.

To tub Uditor or Tin: Stw .sir; in
common with thousands of other busi-
ness men. 1 believe that tills war is not
belnB conducted on anything like busi-
ness lines, and I do not believe progress
of the right sort can be made until wc
set down to business. It teems moie
like a political than a war.
Indications would also point to the fact
that Germany Is conducting; war on the
bads of peaco prices, while tho United
States Is spending three or four times
moro money than Germany to accom-
plish the same ends. I fear this sort of
thing cannot long continue, and that Is
why It in best to get down to a business
basis. We shall have to get there sooner
or later, and the earlier the better. Here
is a war council to conduct operation
under the direction of the 'resident:

Theodore Itoosevclt. William G. Mc-

Adoo, Frank A, Vanderllp. Senator John
W, Weeks, Colonel II M. House, Samuel
Ilea and Henry l'oicl.

Naturally, many other names might
he suKifcsted, but It would seem to me
thnt financial, industrial and railroad
interests of the country are well repre-
sented In the above lift,

FnwiN W. l.vaAt.t.s.
Hoston, Pecember 31.

KNITTING BAGS.

Would the (loth In One of Them
Make a Child's Dress?

To the Kditor or Tub Scn Kir: Far
be It from me to say that the knitting
women are doing for our soldiers is not
useful nnd their kind iervlces appre-
ciated ; but I believe their knitting
would be Just ns effective If several
yards of good material were not wasted
In tho ugly looking bags In which women
carry their work.

There la enough material and labor
In .omo of these monstrosities that look
like carpet bags to make a child a dreos.

Women should curry their knitting In
pomo old wrapping paper and so take a
lesson In real conservation and leave it
at home when they go to concerts nnd
so not have their patriotism look UUo a
fnd. James I). Dkwcm., Jr.

New Raven, Conn., .lnnuaiy l

Michigan Man's Marble Countenance.
From tic Ihnni Kapiii Krvi,

When Archie Toblan, a farmer residing
south of town, attempted in a
colt ha n driving, thi colt planted one
of his heels squarely on his nose, Tobias
was riearlv unconscious from the blow, but
his face will not be dlflgurel.

Sew Year's llMoliition af a Tuel Adminis-
trator,
Coal.
Ual.

LEST WE FORGET.
A New Tear Review of a Period of

IaaieaUhte Demagogy an Folly In

Oar Federal Hallway Legislation.

To tub KntTott or The Scn Sir:
Now that a new economic era setms
to be dawning In the carrying trade,
it Might be well to record the follow-

ing facts.
The transportation systems of this

country, by land and water, are tho
most wonderful and beneficent
achievement of nntl enterprise
that has ever been accomplished tn
the worlj. They gavo easy access to
millions of acres of fertile land, and
made it possible to develop our natural
resources at a rate unequalled In any
former age.

It is true that the performance of
IhLs work developed a few
reckless characters, whoe spectacular
exploits attracted public attention,
nnd for n time concealed tho Immense
benefits conferred by the vast majority
of daring nnd honest men. Rut that
only proves that In our country, an
elsewhere In the world, tares and
wheat must grow together.

I'ntll the passage of the Interstate
Commerce ard Sherman acts trans-
portation facilities, lKith by rail and
water, were provided considerably in
advance of the public needs. Com-lianl- es

engaged In carrying passengers
and freight struggled and competed
strenuously for business, and reduced
thttr rates, especially for freight, to
figures that seem amazingly low when
ccmpared with the value of tho ser-
vice and with the charge for similar
fcervlce in other lands. Kmbargocs ou
freight were not heard of before Con-
gress! and the State Legislatures be-
gan to hamstring and sandbag the

and no transportation com-
pany begged thn public, a thp Penn-
sylvania Railroad Company did re-

cently, to keep off thtir cars.
Tills fortunate condition prevailed

not only before, hut for several years
after the passage, of tho Interstate
Commerce and the Sherman acts, and
until the unwise and dangerous char-PCt- er

of those laws became apparent.
Their destructive character was ex-
hibited by a school of lgnornnt and
perhaps malignant economists who ob-

tained control of our politics and pro-
fessed to believe that the public could
bo helped and the resources of the
country developed by merging crime
and enterprise so that no energetic
man could And out whether ho was n
captain of industry or was in clanger
of the penitentiary.

The original Interstate Commerce
Commission was oompoed of largo
men who displayed their wisdom by
doing little or nothing. For nine yens
the supposed that It had
power to prescribe rates, but they had

enough not to exerciso It. In
1895 the Supremo Court held that the
power had not been conferred. This
gavo Hepburn his opportunity to con-
tinue tho destructive work, while the
lcadeis of our political parties were en-
gaged In competitive frenzy to pleaso
the thoughtless; small men came to
dominate the commission, and then the
holders of rnllroad securities began
to realbe that no combination of
statistics, no array of facts, no argu-
ment however sound, no warning how-
ever earnest and emplmtlc, could make
the comml-sio- n understand the In-

evitable cwisciiuences of their reckless
notion and cowardly inaction

In nearly every Stato similar mani-
kins were nlso authorized by similar
statutes to push the architects of our
national grandeur from their stools and
assume control of vast and important
Interests far beyond their capacity to
understand or manage. The debacle
now so obvious was inevitable from
the beginning. It was simply has-
tened by the war.

Suppose a committee of employers
hhould be appointed and authorized by
statute to tiv the rate of wages, nnd
the hours and other conditions of em-
ployment in important lines of indus-
try. Would Gompcrs and his follow-
ers submit for a moment? Would

laborers themselves
continue to work on such terms, if i:
were possible to avoid them? Never-
theless, a foolNh school of economists
have been trjing to compel those who
owned the transportation companies
to carry on their business under Jut
thokc conditions.

The l esult of siuii a polios . now pain,
fully apparent, demonstrates again
that neither the laws of natuie nor the
fundamental laws of trade can be
changed by acts of Congress or of
State Legislatures. n our day, ns in
all ages, the people must pay by suf
fering for the folly of their rulers nnd
it mnkes no difference whether the

j people live in Mexico or Russia or in
. the fnlted States.
I It has been said, perhaps too broadly,
that all the good advice Imparted from

(the, time of Ksop to Poor Richard
never prevented n single foolish action.

'Timely warning of the present calamity
was given again and again, but the
shouting of demagogues tilled the ears
of tho people, and no rational step to
prevent it was permitted. We must be
taught by experienc- e- sometimes by
pain. Nevertheless, an occasional re-

minder of tbo facts above recited may
tend to postpone another danco of
economic follies for a few decades.

Newark, N.J. . January I, A. R,

Railroad Regulation I'p to Date.
To the Editor of The Stw .Sir:

How many people suffering y

from the cold can regard with equa-
nimity the jmst performance of tho
Interstate Commerce Commission In

country, has risen Inordinately.
of car shortage und

need for Increased
lu connection war

operations of Gwecnmcnt. have
been before Interstate Commerce
Commission for many months past,
nud Instead nf taking tiny adequate
steps help the railroads meet

i the commission has osten
sibly everything In its power
repress expenditure a

any one or tne railroads to
make suitable ptovlslou for the future,
Germany can feel well satlsiied with
the way the commission has' regulated
railroad rates

Railroad enterprise formerly, in hard
tlmeu, through the provident purchase

-- "',
in m ua'.-- mi in 1 1.1 i or hp

ciienp, the railroads thereby expand-in- g

their systems villi greatest
economy and particular
agency providing work for great
army of unemployed, Thus the rail-road- s,

our largest Industry, In the

NOTES OFLIFE IN THE FRENCH CA PITAL
IN TIME OF WAR.

Kevue by a Troupe of Zouaves OHcUl Reception of Venlzclos A Keason.

able Restaurant A Touching Ceremony Planting Pletnrn.

I'kiib Uillon V. Snyitr, Prl
Paris, lJecembcr 12. The Thffttre

Sarah Bernhardt, erstwhile scene of
some of Vlctorieu Satdou's greatest
successes as Interpreted by "la dlvlno
Sarah," Is soon to shelter a different
typo of Thespian troupe.

This' troupe is mado up of about
thirty soldiers from the First Zouave
Infantiy Regiment and comprises
musicians, singers, actors and dancers,
and und"r the name of "The Troupe of
tho Howling Jackal," Is famous

entire French front.
These) men have been In all tho big

everywhere distinguishing
themselves for tholr courage and dar-
ing. reputation spread so
far afield thnt Paris has invited them
to show what they can do, und next
week they will appear nt the Theatre
Sarah llornhurdt for the benefit of
their comrades of Alsace-Lorrain- e.

The dress rehearsal of their revue
was held a few days ago before on
audience of Parisians nnd soldiers and
wan a huge success. It Is made up In
part of revues already played on the
front and Is called "La Revuo Gene-rale- ."

The authors have hidden them-
selves under the pseudonyms of "The
Unscathed" and "The Bomb Thrower";
and they write ns cleverly as though
they had never done anything elso In
their lives but lyrics and
amusing couplets. The musicians are
real artists that chance has sent to
the First Zouave Regiment and their
conductor is a music mad architect
who is also temporarily a Zouave.
The comedians, also, nre Zouaves,
headed by an actor from tho Odeon
and a former cafe concert singer,
both of them excellent. And as for
tho "girls" of the revue, too have
been recruited from tho regiment.

All of them act like professionals
and their chief charm is their unfail-
ing gaycty. These dancers and
players never seem to realize that
they are heroes. Sometimes death
steps In and there is a gap in the
ranks, but another Zouave quickly
learns the r31e of tho dead' or wounded
man and the revue goes on.

This week the municipality of Paris
received nt the HJtel de Ville Venl-zelo- s.

President of the Greek Council
of Ministers. The Invitations the
Inscription: "Frock coats obligatory."
This is an olllclal resurrection, for
since the war frock coats have
slumbered in closets, packed away in
moth bnlls. The top bat, that Is a
necessary accompaniment to this style
of dress, is also rarely seen these
days, when soft hats and bowlers are
.ho invariable i ulc, and morning
coats are designated as the garb to be
worn at all official affairs and at the
opera. Rut when Col. House and the
members of the American Mission

with the President of the
republic last Monday after the closing
session of the Interallied Conference,
the Klyste master of ceremonies in- -

formed them that dinner Jackets
should be worn.

The I'ari-- i Tramways Company
just opened a lestnurant for its em-

ployees that tills with envy other
workers who ale obliged to take their
meals In cafes. These days it is hard
to get up satisfied from the restaurant
table for less than 60 cents; but in
this new establishment the elect will
bo able to g5t a full meal for 30 cents..
This will Include a hors d'oeuvre. n
meat dish, a vegetable, piece of
chees.0 and dessert. Wine will be u,

but whete ordinary mortals pay
32 cents a qu.itt, here It will be sold
for 24. And black coffee is to be but
two cents a cup, while even in the
cheapest restaurants It costs three
certs.

A touching ceremony took place last
week at the depot of tho Eighty-firs- t

days when they were developing nor- -

properly
pre- -

of

the
"structural

the Interstate Commerce Commission,
was one of the onuses of the large
amount of unemployed at that
time.

President of Vale t'nlverslty,
some as chairman of a
hpscl'il commission on the laws which
should govern the issuo of railway se-

curities, cautioned the Interstate Com-
merce Commission that any system of
regulation must nllov sutllcleut profit
to investor to attract the necessary
amount of capital for railroad develop- -
ment. The great depredation In value
of inilroad securities y is ful-

filment of Hudley's prophetic
warning.

The restonng of credit to the rail-
roads has nu. Anally become the one
thing paramount necessity, In order
to improve living conditions for every
man, woman and child in our whole
country, In order to produce nn eff-
icient , transportation servlco for the
Government nnd to lessen financial de-

pression.
May tho present sufferings of

citizens of our Land of as a
result of the beggaring of tho railroads

established in consequence broad and
liberal policy for the development of

piouertles In accordance with
needs our country.

Willmm Chittenden Live.
New York. January 1,

lt, Franklin and the Motto ou (he
Thrift Card.

..
' ' '

i arr" right in urging people, to buv thrift,,., "' u'M.' uie c.overn- -

ment to stop ONblbltlng Us thrift- -

lesness on the mrrki themselves?
i rri't i nc luui . netmi' suveri ta n,, . . . .1pcnn Kami". niioougn nenjamin

Franklin pointed out that "A
saved I" twopenc: .dear."

-.- " -.I "
i Hiini juu nn' Miuii,, iimi mi liny money

to far more than the sum laid hv.
The Government carelessly throws away
Franklin's gloat discovery snd substi-
tutes a half truth of no Importance.

,T. Ilou-AFt- CowrffRTH WAIT,
Rnulewooii, .. J,, January j.

by the Interstate ( ommerce CommU-A- tdestroying the credit the railroads?
the present moment the poor people Hon. bring the pub.le mind a greater
Now York are obliged to buv coal realization of Ihe dependence of every

in at extortionate, rates, r, j individual for his comfort and con-th- ls

city the price of corn, of which venlence upon the prosperity of our
there Is nn abundance throughout ' earrlers of trade, and may there be
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irolad'i ef Tsa Dr.
Regiment of heavy artillery ,v j,,,.
dere, when the military medal wa
given to Brigadier (Sergeant) Aman.
rich, a General before the war, Jim
plo soldier

At the beginning of hostilities Gen.
era! Amanrleli, now 66 years old, aske,i
to bo put back into service and pot an

In tho interior. Put the
old soldier vu not satisfied Re fttstrong and nrtlve and wanted to go to
the front. So he enlisted as a gunner
of second class. The citation ac.
'cotnpanylng the decoration of thin,
dler Amanrich reads: "Retired Gen.
eral, freed from all military obliga-tfo-

has taken up service as a simple
soldier for the duration of the war
Living example of patriotism end o!
abnegation, of great moral courase:
has always Insisted on being with h'.
men in fatlguo and in danger. Ilj.
distinguished himself by his (.mirus-I- n

the attacks of August and Sepien-.- .

ber, 1917, btforo Verdun."
The General-Brigadie- r, graduated

from the front ranks of Salnt-Cy- r,

a brilliant career on the General storr
and In the cavalry. Ho is n cvm.
raander ot the Legion Honor. Hf
has four sons In the army; two avii.
tars, one In the cavalry and one in ti,c
r.uvy.

Viconite Johan Jourdan de I'lenedtt
a really beatitlful and thoroushn

French Idea. Ho would have the pf.
pie celebrate the victory of Verdun lv
planting trees all over Frnnce on
Christmas Day, thus providing for th
reforesting of France.

"Plant these trees of Verdun,' im
urges, "on the' graven of our o!d,or,
in orchards, near schools, along t i

national roads. In public paiks, when
they will recall the spirit the IVmii
resistance and the horror of the Get-- ,

man crimes."
The Vlcomte invites every Ficnch-ma- n

to plant at least one tree in ih
of the usual ceremony around the
Christmas tree, and by this net of

piety avenge the tree cut down
by the Roches when they retre.itej
from the devastated regions.

News has reached Paris of the dta'h
of Charles G. Trinkard of New Vork
city, a former member of the Foreign
Legion, who fell in his alrplmm im
Thanksgiving Day. Trinkard and two
companions in the French air service
were doing some fancy stunts mer
village where the battalion of the I'm .

eign Legion to which he formerl nr.
longed was quartered. A number nf
his friends were watching him whe.i
in making a nose dive, he lost contixi
of his machine and crashed to tli"
ground and was instuntly );llld
Trinkard and chum, Ferdinand
Capdevllle, came from New Vork :

the outbreak of the war and enlisted t

Foreign Legion. In 1917 Trinkai .

was transferred to the Aviation Corps
and since then taken part In man.
air battles with the enemy. He ha
just been granted a month's, leae n'
absence and had planned to go to .'e

I York.

The Montalgnac collection of moi' i

paintings, which was to have been -- o,s
this week at auction at the Unlet
Georges Petit, was purchased at ,i "
vate sale by Scandinavian art dealc
who aro believed to have acted f

Gorman collectors. This fondness f

French pictures has been evident sev.
ernl times since tho outbreak of thi

war. At the beginning of
sale of French pictures was held ,

Rerlln, which, curiously enough. "
suited in unusually high prices lien,
paid for the canvases. When surpr!c
was expressed at the spirited bidii' .
one of the art dealers said:

"Why not? Good pictures a

ways be good pictures."
The Montalgnac collection include,

canvases by Corot, Slsley, Diipre, Ma
plgnlcs, Monot and Pissaro.

"FIREPROOF" BUILDINGS

the popular error of terming bu Id i'

fire resistant construction "flrcprnnf
Is not mrrrlslng, though deplorable
the public in general should accept
childlike faith the oft repe.ttt d, but v
the less fallacious, statement th.r
"fireproof" building cannot burn .t

therefore Is beyond a'l pcradvd
safn from fire perils.

Authorities on thetibjet have
been agreed that "there Is ri.i m.i
or combination of materials i.nnivi
man which will withstand, without ).

nge, the application of fire of unl.". i

duration and Intensity ; then fi.re tk
term "fireproof" Is a misnomer, whr
applied to concrete or any other re-

constructive material. When the
recognizes tho theoretical force of s
a word ns "fireproof" nnd the pra
every day meaning of tho moro res't
lve term "firo resistant" havtnt: t

capacity to resist fire a real nfl i

will have been made toward a.idev c

rational conception of the fire pr Jbie
Elwyn K. Seclye, commenting '

letter published In The Scn of n
ber H on Mayor-elec- t Hy Inn's
mendutlon for reenforced coiv re-
public school building's, wnys th'
form of construction lathe "only few
leal and expeditious form of fir- p-

construction." While the rter
not for a moment question the '

merits of reenforced cotierete, he o

like to call attention ihmi-fa- ct

that though the building 'e ' 1

be of such a character as to be r
rally impregnable to all nrd na
conditions, this Incombustihi! . ,'

structlon does not In nnj wise
similar Incombustibility to th- - be

i contents, therchy safeguard''?
.against destruction by fire .

Words, fill a building of fire e

' instruction with combustible
P, n nr.. uri un r,

combustibility of the structure r,
serve the aforesaid contents
ravages of the Harney.

. .meremre, let us make lue' whlrJi house mir ,in,.t ..,
nearl. nrp Mfe a. mima'nlv , .
constructing them, ns far as pi a '

of fire icslstant malarial an
plying all possible moaua fe- - '
of tho contents the thtrik '
after all Is said nnd done
i!st. i (l

New York, January 1

A Winter renslml.l
Knlcker What li life?
Ilockfr A fioten pipe i1r- - tr

mally and were financed,
served a philanthropic purpose in A Protest Against tho Use of a I-

nvention poverty. Tho inability of leading Term,
the railroads to buy and expand In ,

European! 1 0"r"K Ld,tok op Tiik Vyears preceding the
war, due lo their Impoverishment by I the engineer" faii
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